THE FIELDWORKER
NEWSLETTER OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE FIELDWORKERS
With Omicron Covid infections running high, our
planned January speaker has not wanted to travel
from Wales for an uncertain audience and prefers not
to deliver the talk by Zoom. We will try very hard to
rearrange the talk for later in the year, probably during
the Festival of Archaeology in July, and we have an
alternate speaker for January (see below).

DIARY DATES FOR 2022
All at 7.30pm, venues TBC unless stated.

– Peter and Mathew

THE NEXT LECTURE



March 17th: Simon Markus of MOLA (Northants)
talking on Bronze Age and Anglo-Saxon buildings
and burials at Overstone, Northamptonshire.



May 19th: Kris Poole of Trent and Peak
Archaeology talking on Anglo-Saxon Activity at
Bottesford and Claybrooke



June 15th: AGM followed by Michael Wood talking
on Aethelflaed.







The next lecture will happen on Zoom at 7.30pm on
Thursday January 20th. Our own Mathew Morris will
give a talk about ULAS’s current excavation at
Leicester Cathedral, called Leicester Cathedral
Revealed: Part 1.

July 7th (TBC): Rebecca Wragg Sykes talking on
Kindred: Neanderthal Life, Love, Death and Art (a
joint meeting with the Prehistoric Society and
LAHS). Venue: Victorian Gallery, New Walk
Museum
September 15th: Prof Vince Gaffney talking on
The Stonehenge Hidden Landscapes Project and
the Durrington Walls Pits Circle.
November 17th: Mike Parker Pearson talking on
the Welsh origins of Stonehenge.
January 20th (2023): Dr Andrew Birley talking on
Excavations at Vindolanda (title TBC)

PLEASE NOTE: the programme was incorrectly
printed in the last newsletter (sorry!).

GROUP NEWS

Leicester Cathedral is building a new heritage learning
centre on the site of their old song school, which was
built next to the church over part of the burial ground
in the 1930s. Mathew will provide an update on what
the Cathedral is doing and what (and who) the
excavation has found over the past couple of months.

The latest Covid "spike" led to the Oadby & Wigston
Fieldworkers Christmas Quiz being postponed.
Instead, it took place in January via Zoom! Their
planned guest speaker for January - Peter Cousins on
the origins of South Wigston – has been rescheduled
for March. Test-pitting is being planned for the Spring
in Oadby and Keyham.

After the talk there will be time for questions on this
and other sites and reflections on the Digging for
Britain programme and the Rutland Roman Villa
project.

Wreake Valley Fieldworkers have now walked two
fields within the Wreake Valley itself. On both
occasions they were joined by members of the Melton
Group. In November they walked the first of six fields
at Kirby Bellars. They are not aware of these having
been walked before. Unfortunately, none of the fields
had been ploughed only scuffled and they retained
stubble and weeds. Despite that several sherds of
Roman pottery were recovered as was a small amount
of worked lithics and evidence of medieval
manuring. They hope to return in the new year to walk
more of them, weather and Covid permitting.

Book a place via Eventbrite at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/244626322917

TRAINING
With Spring approaching and fieldwork hopefully
picking up for everyone, if anyone has an training
request – a refresher on digging test-pits perhaps, or
finds identification, or how to write up and report
results, email us at info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk and
we will see what we can organise.
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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Their second excursion was to Rotherby: a field they
hoped would be productive. Again, the field had not
been ploughed and they braved a very cold and foggy
morning. A small number of early Anglo-Saxon sherds
were recovered suggesting a western extension to a
large Early Medieval site in the adjacent field. Metal
detecting has recorded further evidence of this here.

act as training coordinator and has been in contact with
the equipment supplier, Frobisher, to set up the first
magnetometry training session in February. A
selection of relevant literature has been sent to team
members and we are currently planning training
sessions in resistivity surveying and metal detecting.
If you would like to become involved, you can contact
Carolyn at cac.geophys@gmail.com for more
information.

The Wreake Valley group is small so they are most
grateful for help from the Melton Group. If you would
like to join the Wreake Valley group please do get in
touch. Contact details can be found on the website.

MELTON FIELDWORKERS
WINTER TALK SERIES

Lutterworth Fieldworkers have continued walking at
Walcote, but have not been able to complete a field.
However they have found an Elizabethan silver
sixpence. Check it out on the Portable Antiquity
Scheme’s database here LEIC-E1D4C7

A once-a-month series of interesting and stimulating
talks on archaeology held on Wednesday evenings
from 7pm at Melton Carnegie Museum.



February 23rd: Steve Baker talking on Plague,
Pestilence and the Black Death in Leicestershire.



March 23rd: John Thomas talking on Barrows,
Burials and Bronze Age at Cossington.

All welcome – Admission £5 – Doors open 7.00 pm –
Talks begin 7.30 pm. Limited places available – please
book early to avoid disappointment.
Tel 0116 305 3860 or meltonmuseum@leics.gov.uk to
reserve seats.

ROMAN COURSE AT THE
GUILDHALL
A six lecture course on Roman Leicestershire and
Rutland by Peter Liddle will start at Leicester's
Guildhall on Thursday 13th January at 2pm. Each
lecture costs £6 or £30 for the whole course. Details
from Peter on peter.liddle51@gmail.com

The Elizabeth I silver sixpence (AD 1670). The
obverse (left) shows the crowned bust of Elizabeth I
with a Tudor rose. The reverse shows a long cross
quartering the Royal Arms.

COMPUTER MAPPING FOR
FIELDWORK RESULTS

EXCAVATION NEWS

GEOPHYSICS SURVEY TEAM

We can now report on the Rutland Roman Villa
Project. As many of you will now know the site was
found by Jim Irvine in one of his father’s fields. Finding
crop marks on Google Earth he dug a hole to see what
they represented. Having come down onto a mosaic
pavement they revealed a large area before contacting
Richard Clark who started the ball rolling. Historic
England promised funding and a crack team of ULAS’s
Jen Browning, Debbie Frearson and your editor (PL)
were tasked with recording the pavement (with the
help of mosaic expert, David Neal) and safely
backfilling it.

The first meeting of the new Geophysical Survey Team
was held virtually on 9 December 2021 with 32 in
attendance. The aim of this meeting was primarily to
discuss training of members in the use of the
geophysical equipment. Carolyn Chenery agreed to

Magnetometry and Ground Penetrating Radar surveys
produced a fabulous picture of the whole villa complex
which spread over the whole field. Also in 2020 small
trenches and a test pitting exercise to look at some of
these features were completed to examine how well

Simon Chenery has been working on the problem of
computer mapping of fieldwalking results. Before
Christmas he shared his work on using the freeware
computer package QGIS.If you missed his talk the
recording can be watched on our YouTube channel
here: https://youtu.be/dVN7a5ivSJI
There will be a meeting soon to work out the next
steps.

leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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preserved the complex was. In September 2021 the
team were able to return with University of Leicester
students to reopen the mosaic and reveal the whole
room and parts of surrounding rooms as well as
opening two other trenches to look at other parts of the
complex.

the siege of Troy. Post excavation work should add
important information about when the burning that
damaged the mosaic happened and what it might
represent. The other two trenches examined a block
lying at right angles to the main block, revealing
internal walls, and a circular building. This turned out
not to be a shrine but produced much domestic
material. If all goes according to plan, a joint ULAS/
Historic England excavation will happen later in the
year. If you missed Jen Browning’s talk last November
it can be watched on ULAS’s YouTube Channel here:
https://youtu.be/G530JW9L-yQ
You can also find out more about the mosaic on
ULAS’s news blog here:
https://ulasnews.com/2021/11/25/encounters-withachilles/
Work by ULAS in advance of new car parking for
Leicester City Football Club has allowed another look
at the Raw Dykes, immediately next to the scheduled
area adjacent to Aylestone Road, Leicester. The
earthwork is huge. The channel width is an estimated
16m in places, while the flanking banks make the
whole feature some 30m wide. It still remains unclear
what the function and date of the Raw Dykes might be
but it was a major undertaking. The possibility that it is
a Roman water supply for Ratae cannot be ruled out.

Drone view of the main room of the villa.

After epic auguring, George and Georgina from ULAS
may now hold the record for the deepest
archaeological descent into the Raw Dykes since
Kathleen Kenyon!
Excavation on Northgate Street, Leicester has
revealed well preserved medieval buildings. These
and associated structures were excavated next to the
canal on the east side of the road. This excavation
adds important information to our understanding of
Leicester’s northern suburb complementing recent
work on the other side of the road. Two buildings were
discovered, each with evidence for stone-floored
ovens (environmental soil samples have been taken to

Someone who clearly needs a great deal of
supervision!
Undoubtedly, the mosaic was the star find with its
unique depiction of the story of Hector and Achilles at
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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determine function). To the rear a stone-lined well was
also found, which contained collapsed material, with
overlying disuse material (substantial quantities of
pottery and animal bone). Adjacent to this was a
circular lead-lined feature, perhaps originally
containing a barrel. These medieval features overlay
mixed soils, some perhaps relating to a
palaeochannel. A ditch containing Roman pottery lay
below this, and was orientated perpendicular to the
modern street. This cut through a thin soil layer
containing pottery with an oxidised ‘Belgic’ style fabric
of mid-1st century date. Below this layer, and cutting
the natural were numerous stake holes, indicative of a
prehistoric or early Roman structure, perhaps related
to the adjacent river channel that predated the canal.

LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY
MUSEUMS
Charnwood Museum, Loughborough, reopens after
the Christmas break on Saturday 8th January with a
new display of material from the Cossington Barrows.
Prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon remains from the
site are displayed alongside the wonderful collection of
Bronze Age artefacts buried there. The new display
highlights the importance of the site across thousands
of years. The extremely rare and fragile Cossington
Bronze Age necklace is currently undergoing
conservation but will re-join the other finds later this
year with new interpretation.

Work has continued on the site at Somerby. A hollow
way crosses the area. To its north were a multitude of
intercutting ditches. The later medieval ditches
appeared to be aligned with those of a 2018 evaluation
to the west, these had dark backfills. The earlier
(possibly Roman) ditches had lighter silty clay fills
which were very similar in colour and texture to the
natural. An oval feature proved to be very deep and
was cut into bedrock. It is almost certainly a well. In
addition to the well and the ditches there were many
post holes and a few large pits.
Work on clearing burials at Leicester Cathedral in
advance of a new heritage learning centre has
continued. As the excavation continues downwards it
is hoped that earlier structures will be revealed. The
site will be the focus of our next lecture and the project
can also be followed here:
https://ulasnews.com/leicester-cathedral-revealed/

DIGGING FOR BRITAIN

CONTACT US
THE FIELDWORKER is edited by Peter Liddle,
57 STANFELL ROAD, LEICESTER, LE2 3GE.
Leicestershire and Rutland have had excellent
coverage in the new series of Digging For Britain.
Three ULAS projects feature - the Rutland Roman
mosaic is the main focus of Ep.1, whilst Castle Hill,
Beaumont Leys and the Stibbe Roman key handle
feature in Ep.4. You can catch up via BBC iPlayer:

Tel: 0116 2214508

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b014hl0d

Email: mlm9@le.ac.uk

leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers

Email: peter.liddle51@gmail.com.
Contributions welcome!
Our webmaster is Mathew Morris who also
welcomes details of events and news.

4

info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk

